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Navigation’s importance

« “Navigation is the uncelebrated workhorse of
web design, but it deserves a little more
attention than it usually gets.”

-- “Where Am 1?” by Derek Powazek, A List Apart, Aug. 8, 2006

e Good navigation should show:
* Where the user is
* Where the user can go

 Where the user has been
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Architecture and navigation

 How content is organized often
determines site navigation
e Can organize a site around:
* Topics
* Tasks
« Distinct sections of your site

* Navigation should be consistent

* A good content plan will lead to good
navigation
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Navigation in Ensemble
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Navigation in Ensemble

e Header
* The title or series of links at the top of the page

e Footer

« The horizontal row of links that appear at the
bottom of the page

e NavBase

* The “trunk” of the navigation tree. The global
navigation for your site. Each site has only one
NavBase

e NavBranch

 Links that are included in the NavBase. A
NavBranch may have several NavBranches of its
own.
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Navigation — Nav Base

« Each site should have only one Nav Base

* Nav Base can determine secondary template
and tertiary template images, along with the
site iIndex page

* It's possible to use just the Nav Base for
navigation on your site
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Sub-menu navigation

* For sites with multiple folders that contain
additional directories, create a Nav Branch for
sub-menu navigation

* |In Active Table Assembly editor:
* Assign a landing page for the directory;
 Link additional pages in the submenu slot

e Attach Nav Branch to Nav Submenu slot In
Nav Base
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Let’s login

e Visit: https://ensemble.vt.edu/

e Login with PID/password

« Choose CMS_Sandbox community

* Navigate to training-fall09/oct30-
navigation
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Exercise

e Visit filebox site

* Download either:
navigationl 785.jpg
navigation2_785.jpg

« Create non-standard image content type in your folder

 In your folder, create:
« A general content item called “index” with your initials
* Choose “Standard Secondary” template
« Add a few lines of content
« Save. Choose file. Right-click >> Preview >> Full page
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Exercise (cont’d.)

* |In the same folder, create a Nav Base
» Choose New Iltem >> Nav Base
* Filename: navBase-Your Initials

» Page title should be name of the site (Last
name CMS Training)

» Save >> Close
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Active Table Assembly Editor

* Very important in navigation. Slots allow
you to:

« Assign landing (index) page
* Choose template images

* Place header and footer files and choose
the order for left-rail navigation.

» Slots are similar for a NavBase and
NavBranch

 Every NavBase or NavBranch must
have a Nav Landing Page
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Slots exercise

 Choose your NavBase file, right-click >>
Edit

e Click “Edit All” in Related Content field

e Click:
* NavLandingPage. Insert your index page

* Nav Secondary Image. Insert your Image —
Non Standard content type

e Save. Preview content item
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Making a header

e Choose New Item >> Brief

Filename: --navheader--

* The name and dashes trigger certain

behavior when used

Brief title should be last name CMS

Training

Add last name to keywords
Add site title to Body field
Save
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Slots exercise (cont’d.)

e For the header
* Click on Nav Submenu slot
» Choose Brief No Title in results

 For the footer
* Click on Nav Submenu slot

 Choose --navfooterlinks-- Brief No Title

 Close, save Nav Base
 Preview content item
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Creating a NavBranch

e Can link to URL or title link of general
content item

* Create a folder within your folder called
News

« Create a general content item
« Create a NavBranch

* Using Active Assembly Table Editor, link:

 General content item to NavBranch
Save >> Preview item

* Link NavBranch to NavBase
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Navigation gotchas

e To view navigation correctly, all elements
must be In the same state

* Navigation changes/updates are made on the
full site publish cycle (nightly)

 Make sure images have been moved to
public state
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